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MY REVEREND BRETHREN, 


His pleated God, b thy thi „ 
enabled me ſooner to undertake a General Viſitation in ſo extenſive 
and populous a Dioceſe, I ſhould certainly not have ſo long poſt- 
poned the uſual return of this part of my duty. Indeed it has not 
been more my duty than it has been in my wiſhes to meet you thus 
aſſembled; nor have theſe my wiſhes: been founded barely in the 
ordinary motives, however in themſelves important, of reciprocal 
information and aſſiſtance to be derived from the ſtated occaſions of 
n intercourſe. 


5 There has been Ae of theſe motives a very eager deſire 
on my part, whilſt I could expreſs the ſatisfaction I feel in your 
general conduct, to acknowledge it in ſome inſtances, which merit a 
diſtinct and peculiar notice. Here let me place foremoſt the very 
cheerful concurrence of the Beneficed Clergy amongſt you in giving 
effect to an act of the Legiſlature, which pointed out the neceſſity, 
and laid upon us the , of —— the ſtipends of the atliftunt 
Curates. x | 


mw. 


=— this concurrence confirmed me in the confidence, which the 
experience of years had taught me to uphold, it was becauſe it 
manifeſted the fincerity of that religious ſentiment, from which 
alone, at a time when the exigencies of Government have demand- 
ed 3 exertions from the cconomy of the individual, it 


. 8 . could 


1 | 
could be expected, that you ſhould ſo readily forego your own per- 
ſonal conveniences to ſupply a more competent ſupport to others. 
| 4 OY 

To thoſe likewiſe, who have been the objects of attention in this 
important meaſure of Government, I ſhall not do juſtice, if I do not 
expreſs the high ſenſe I entertain of the forbearance they have ſo 
generally manifeſted in waiting with a tacit confidence to receive 
the unſolicited benefit ſo to be extended to them ; thus refuſing to 
graſp with impatience the propoſed increaſe to the accuſtomed com- 
penſation for their parochial labours. In the inſtances in which my 
advice has been interpoſed, for in many caſes my opinion was ſo far 
anticipated as to leave me rather the ſpectator than the adviſer, it 
will have been obſerved, that as I have not thought it neceſſary to 
require the full extent of ſtipend allowed by the act, ſo has it been 
my with in no caſe to leave it ſhort of what, all circumſtances con- 
fidered, may be in ſome tolerable degree ſufficient with prudence 
and economy to command what is requiſite. to the ppp pet of 125 
| ee A RY to our cred n 
May a obvſcioms 4 of FER continue to I the comin both 
of thoſe who give, and of thoſe who receive; to the one the com- 
fort of having extended more liberal means; to the other that of 
meriting every encouragement to promote the Sreat _ Ww our 
_— with ena and . 8 8 


| Acker 120 dich 1 Wend wich ales! is the  fatisfaRion I 
receive from the many publications by the Clergy of this Dioceſe, 

which have enforced the importance and neceffity of religious and 
civil order, the duty and intereſt of the ſubject to ſupport every 

form of Government under which he enjoys the ordinary advan- 
tages and protection of ſociety, or which have inculcated the pain- 
ful yet neceſſary leſſon of repentance, in holding up to view thoſe 
awful 70 Pin 62 har ROY follow cloſe upon national de- 


pravity. 
; 12 


1 * 
In general theſe diſcourſes, publiſhed at the mane of an attentive 
and judicious audience, have been diſtinguiſhed by ſentiments of 
the moſt commanding piety, by a learned and mature application-of 
appoſite events in ſacred hiſtory, and by an affectionate and per- 

ſuaſive eloquence. And I doubt not but that if a diffident reluc- 
tance to engage the attention of the public, which too often deprives 
the world of the ſervices of the moſt meritorious individuals, had 
not interpoſed, we might have reaped further edification from the 
diſcourſes of deſerving and good men e * whale virtues _ 
as —— adorn their anne, WII ti; nog E 


* apply to them the remark of the poet, 


Paulum ſepulte diſtat inertia 
Celata virtus— N 


weak eſis Wm dm ten ts their babitual ane oo act; | 
duty: but the times furely, if ever, demand extraordinary exertions} 
public and private, from the cloſet, from the pulpit, and/fromythe 
preſs, that your light may ſo ſhine in every direction as to attract 
the attention and guide the ſteps of all, who are obliged in e e 
An by nee to look up to ye: advice or ene 


— 


J urge Kn topic, . to me it always has e ities local 
publications, recommended by the ſtrong intereſt, I will ſay, by 
the juſt partiality, which the perſonal virtues of individuals give to 
their inſtructions, have a beneficial influence in the eirele to which 
they are adapted, unattainable by other means, even though they 
ſhould not be diſtinguiſhed. by a ſtriking ſuperiority of talents. And 
Iwill not ſuppoſe the deſire of literary reputation, however natural in 
itſelf, and uſeful to the public, to be the leading and primary motive 
in publications, which have for their profeſſed object the preſem 
and future happineſs of mankind. © I hope,” ſaid a late excellent 
* Divine*, whoſe virtues and talents were long an honour to this Dio- 


3 The late Rev. Dr. Townſbn. i 
3 . ceſe, 


121 


ceſe, 1 hope; 1 had no other motive in 5 vpe pg but that 
on __ 2 5 8 y | 


But it is not eaſy at any time to promote the great en of our Re- 
hgion more effectually than by affording aſſiſtance, and facilitating 
the means of improvement, to the younger ſtudents in the miniſtry. 
Conſidering the very heavy expence of books, an expence, which 
keeping pace rather with articles of luxury than ſubmitted to the 
reſtrictions which their general utility would require, lies peculiarly 

hard upon che limited incomes of the Clergy, it has been my uniform 
wiſh, and indeed my endeavour, to point out as much as may be the 
means of acquiring neceſſary information at the moſt moderate 
prices. | 


In this deſign the aſſiſtance afforded by a 3 5 
man of the Dioceſe, in a work entitled Annotations on the four 
Gofpels*, merits a diſtin& notice. Theſe Annotations, ſelected as 
they are with judgment from the larger works of the moſt approved 
commentators, are well calculated to obviate the difficulties ariſing 
to young ſtudents from the manners, the cuſtoms, religion, and local 
ſituation of Paleſtine, from the nature of the climate, from the con- 
nection which the Helleniſtic language, as it is ſometimes termed, 
has with the Hebrew, and from the variety of religious ſects ſub- 
- fiſting under the general denomination of Jews. Indeed in the very 
convenient compaſs of two volumes of moderate ſize you have here 
collected in point of uſeful and important information, what only 
the labour and induſtry of years, with the advantages of opulence and 
uninterrupted application, could acquire. I need hardly add, that a 
work of this kind will have a peculiar value with thoſe of my Clergy, 
who have not received the advantages of an academical education, 


: or who have not the 1 of conſulting the Commentators 
themſelves. | 


The Rev. Mr. Ellefly, Vicar of Burneſton, near Bedal. 
| * * | - Nor 


Ls 1 


Nos ſhall we want the praiſe of havin g ably defended one of - 
| the moſt abſtruſe doctrines of our Religion, whilſt we have in our | 
hands a tract upon the Eternal Filiation of the Son of God ©; a 
tract, in which I know not whether I ſhould moſt commend the 
extent of early profeſſional erudition, the preciſion of a cultivated 
ſtyle, or the eee, arrangement of a cloſe and ſound * 


ment. 


Ihe agitated queſtion, © JYhether it appears from the writings of 

the Apoſtles that they believed the day of judgment to be at hand,” has 
not been of trivial conſequence, as it regards the juſt interpretation 
of the epiſtolary part of our ſacred Canon. If it be taken affirma- 
tively, it ſtrikes at the truth of the inſpiration of the Apoſtles, and 
muſt bring even their prudence as men into diſcredit. The queſtion 
has received no inconſiderable importance from the ſuppoſed diffi- 
culties attending the ſolution, and from the oppoſite opinions, which 
have been formed upon the ſubject by the ableſt Commentators both. 
at home and abroad. It nn therefore but be conſidered as pecu- 
liarly meritorious in one“, who, in the very commencement of his 
| theological ſtudies, has 1 a temperate and ſatisfactory anſwer 

to the impious taunts of a Gibbon, and has corrected with equal 
delicacy and judgment an error to which the piety and erudition of 
Grotius could not but give a conſiderable weight of authority, whilſt 
it is proved upon the ſoundeſt principles of juſt interpretation, that 
the Apoſtles St. Paul and St. Peter, as well as St. John, directed the 
views of their contemporary converts. explicitly to events in futu- 
rity far beyond the age, in which they lived; and therefore cannot 
conſiſtently be underſtood as holding out an expectation of an im- 
mediate or ſpeedy termination of Chriſt's kingdom on earth. 


e Written by the ks, 58 Hoon, Laure of St. George's Church, in Liver- 
el. 
4 See an n Anſwer to the 3 “Whether it appears from the writings of the 
Apoſtles, that they believed the day of judgment to be at hand.“ By the Rev. Joſeph 
| Hodgkinſon, M. A. Curate of Thornton in the Moors, Cheſhure, TY, 


* 


1 
. We are likewiſe indebted to one*, whoſe known talents and 
dignity of perſonal character added influence and authority to the 
office which he lately adminiſtered in one part of this Dioceſe, for 
an elegant and correct proof of the juſt value of claſſical erudition, 
when applied to its beſt purpoſe, the illuſtration of the Scriptures, 
in his treatiſe; entitled, An Inquiry into the Prophetic Character 
of the Romans, as deſcribed in Daniel, chap. viii. 23—25.“ and 
again, for the judicious employment of his learned leiſure in having 
exhibited to our view, with an intereſt augmented by the awful ap- 
prehenſion of the ſtorm that from divine appointment {till Towers 
in our horizon, the edifying and exemplary piety of a Donne and 
an Herbert, together with the ſuffering and religious ade vf an 
Hooker uy a * — : | | 


3 topic, . has a my attention with a . 
ſatisfaction, is the judicious propriety. of your general conduct in a 
calm and unſhaken regard to your clericat character, amidſt the 
various alarms and almoſt univerſal call upon the __ e. wh 

Indaricuale f bor the net . W te . 


1 3 not be a to ad that ſuch 1 are 3 
ful in the Clergy, or neceſſarily ineonſiſtent with the duties or de- 
cencies of our ſacred profeſſion. If occaſions have not exacted theſe 
ſervices from the Clergy of this Dioceſe, yet occaſions may be ſtated, 
becauſe in ſome ſituations. we obſerve. them in part at leaſt actually 
to have taken place, in which the parochial miniſter by the weight 
and influence of character may ſupport the 2 of the magiſ- 
trate, or even by the exertions of a more active force aſſiſt in pro- 
tecting the property of thoſe, Who ſhall have left their homes to 
oppoſe the ravage and havock of an invading ene, or the tempo- 
ary tumult of a deluded 2 


But the danger, ded points more 8 if not ſo directly, to 
the calamity of this country, is that from which no Wenn exer- 


e The Rev. Mr. Zouch, late Rector of Wyliffe, near Richmond,” 
We, T | tion 


Bo 


tion can ſecure us; a danger which apparently advances by neither. 
flow nor ſecret ſteps ; I mean that ariſing from a national depravity :; 
a general deterioration in the moral and religious conduct in the 
body of the country collectively viewed that melancholy abandon- 
ment of better habits, which God has in no caſe permitted to 8⁰ 
finally . in his moral . of any people. 
-. would We eber to cite to the miniftere of the Goſpel in- 

ſtances of divine diſpleaſure againſt the diſobedience of nations; 1 
| ſhall be more uſefully employed in adverting to ſome leading indi- 
cations of the fact thus aſſumed, that you may contemplate more 
ſeriouſly the duty ſo urgent upon us all to > refift the evil, and nn 
if avon its ITE 


— 


I do not now ada thoſe nefarious aſſemblies which minds in- 


ſenſible to every moral, ciyil, and religious obligation have endea- * - 


voured, and are ſtill endeavouring, to eſtabliſh in all parts of theſe 
kingdoms, with a view to deſtroy all diſtinctions of rank and pro- 
perty, all the means of peace and comfort, public and private; theſe 
may be conſidered rather as the conſequences, and perhaps as the 
puniſhment, of that antecedent depravation of character, upon which 
indeed, and upon which alone, ſuch combinations __ the exiſt- 
ence as evil on could have been en | 


Agalaſt theſe there is, and let us band thank God that there 
{till is, a general indignation in the breaſts of the people at large. 
Againſt theſe the unremitting labours of the civil magiſtrate have not 
been unſucceſsful; and the Legiſlature has been employed with 
equal prudence and vigour of exertion to facilitate the means, which 
may beſt inveſtigate, diſſipate, prevent, rather than puniſh ſuch un- 
: natural n N | | 
- Whatever may be the 4 of danger e from theſe at- 


8 975 ; a in I and FASO of the apprehen- 
| ſion, 


- 


8 ; j Rk * 
E a wo 
- [ 8 J 


fion, that nale may be the appointed inſtruments of divide puniſh- 

ment; in themſelves, I repeat it, they are leſs formidable in the 

preſent circumſtances, than that general evil, which, whilſt it meets 

the eye with leſs outrage, and ftrikes the ear with leſs alarm; ſpreads 
itſelf uncontrouled, or meeting with a | feeble refiſtance FT tall 
| with : an WR bis progreſs. 


2 11 has long fince been a matter of concern, that in the higher 


bdlaſſes of life, the attractive ſplendour of which can never fail to in- 


fluence the habits of the lower orders, a principle of honour is un- 
happily ſubſtituted for that of Chriſtian morality. Its regulations 
and its maxims, accordingly, however inadequate to ſecure even the 
preſent ends of ſociety, occupy the attention more than the precepts 
dad onditagers af Religion, X 


If we owe the preference given to our commercial intercourſe in 
a ſingular degree to the confidence repoſed in our national probity, 
ſtill the Religion, in which that probity originated, and by which it 
is beſt ſanctioned, is too often forgotten by thoſe who are moſt 1 in- 
| dab ted to its s effects 1 in their private fortunes. 


I would here wiſh in decency to 7 over the diſguſting re- 
ports of criminal converſation from the courts of judicature, which, 
whilſt they prove the pure and inflexible adminiſtration of juſtice, 
ſhew likewiſe the inefficacy of all * penalties, where the owes | 
* is ee er corrupted. : 

The * OE 3 of the Goſpel, which replaces mankind 
in the covenant of God's mercy, is become irkſome to many ; and 
whilft it is conſidered: as merely giving publicity to the name and 
age of the infant, the miniſter is often unduly ſolicited, and ſome- 
times perhaps too ſucceſsfully, to transfer from the Church to the 
private houſe a ſervice expreſsly calculated to promote the edifica- 
tion of the people at large, in reminding them of the high prive- 

leges, 


leges, which were loſt by fin, and of our reſtoration to them through 
the death of Chriſt, and the ſanctification of the Holy Spirit. 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which is ill underſtood, if it 
be not confidered as conveying pardon and ſanctification, is too often 
received in compliance with the decency of forms, and a regard to 
what beſt comports with the dignity of tation, or as necedary to 
verify the requiſite nenn for civil offices. | 

| | | | 4 
| The myſterious does of the Goſpel are received as theories 
which embarraſs the credibility of Religion, without adding intereſt 
or influence to impreſs its practical precepts. They therefore form 
no part of Religion with many; they occupy no place in the con- 
ſideration of thoſe even, who are more favourably diſpoſed i in the 
preſent moment to mark their reſpe& for the Religion of Chriſt, 
than- they -have been in times leſs dangerous, becauſe the exiſtence 
of ſocial order, the foundation of all earthly happineſs, ſeems to 
them to be bak ſecured by: Ghote n | 


Our Church bath abba an Office for the Viſitation of the e Sick, 
and hath accommodated thoſe who cannot otherwiſe receive the 
communion of the Lord's Supper with the means of this conſolatory 
ſervice in their private houſes. Yet the edification to be derived 
from religious intercourſe, with the miniſter of the Goſpel, the 
aſſiſtances of prayer, the confirmation of our faith, and that ani- 
mated glow of hope, which conveys the ſoul, as it were, to the very 
gates of heaven, and anticipates its glories ; theſe benefits all are 
abandoned. nearly, and. left to them, who in the- lower claſſes are 
happy enough to have retained in pious ſimplicity the wholeſome . 
e of an early infirudion, 


Time was, Shen Religion coloured the manners, cuſtoms, and 
habits. of private life in every ſtation of this country. Family 
prayers, the daily devotion of every houſe of liberal education, 
kept alive the neceſſity of the divine protection- in the minds 
Fe, | 70 2 | | of 


— 


10 1 


of all. The precepts 'of the Goſpel were fanilicr: to all in the lan- 
guage. of Scripture. Its doctrines employed the zeal and attention 
of all, and an uniform faith in its promiſes leading the mind imper- 
ceptibly to look forward to the bleflings of a future life, became the 
habitual remedy for the uncertainties and diſappointments to which 
the comforts of this, in the moſt proſperous ſituation, are expoſed. 


Time has been, when perſons of the firſt diſtinction, whether 
they cloſed the ſcene of life in the field of battle, in the chamber, 
or fell the unhappy victims of civil ftrife, yet all gloried in the 
"croſs, all appealed to the mercies of God purchaſed by the death of 
Chriſt, all prayed in their laſt moments for the ſupport of divine 
grace, and thus all exhibited to the world an edifying example of the 
power and influence of the Chriſtian faith: 


Time has been, and apparently of late date, when no one pre- 
ſumed to leave an inheritance to his children, without thankful 
acknowledgments to him from whom he received all worldly poſſeſ- 
ſions, or to diſpoſe of his property by teſtament, without firſt com- 
mending his ſoul to the divine mercy through Chriſt, and his mortal 
remains to be depoſited unto the great day of the Reſurre&ion. 


If they are the oppoſite charsReriflics; which now too generally 


mark the diſtinctions of rank and wealth, it may indeed be conſola- 


tory to contemplate the conduct of a victorious Commander, who 
ſhall refer his ſucceſſes to the good pleaſure of the Almighty, and 
that of a devout Prince, who ſhall in perſon call his ſubjects to diſ- 
charge the duties of a public thankſgiving : but contraſted as theſe 
ſplendid examples are by the general inſenfibility, which prevails in 
all religious concerns, they excite our admiration but to augment 
our regret, and to add force to our moſt teaſonable apprehenſions. 


Ho rapidly the evil of irreligion may and does diſſeminate itſelf 
through the maſs of the people at this moment, may in ſome ſort 
be conjectured from a pious and judicious addreſs, which the Clergy 


. 
in the moſt populous fituation of this Dioceſe have not long: fines 

made to their pariſhioners; wherein it is ſtated as a matter of juſt 
and fearful alarm, that above forty thouſand perſons in one pariſh” 
paſs the Lord's day without attention to. public worſhip ms 2 77 
mode whatever, h 

Indupd: we cannot but ſuppoſe, that where ſo obvious and impor- 
tant a duty of Religion is abandoned, the perſons ſo ee it | 
do 128 without a ſenſe of God in the world. 


How far in ſock” circumibiices any means ſhort of the inter- 
poſition of Divine judgments can produce an effectual reformation, 
is a queſtion, which admits of no very favourable ſolution. And 
indeed how near an approach of thoſe judgments we can bear, 
before. we ſet ourſelves in earneſt devoutly to deprecate them, and 
attempt by a juſt repentance to avert them, the event alone can 
determine. We ſeem to forget that the miſeries which are probably 
neareſt, and which advance nioſt certainly, are amongft the moſt 
awful of God's judicial diſpenſations, and that, if we ſhould ſucceed, 
under. his' forbearance, in reſiſting the evil in one quarter, whilſt we 
make it the defign of heaven to chaſtiſe, this defign muſt have its 
effect in another. We flatter ourſelves therefore in vain with ſuc- 
ceſs either in victories obtained abroad, or in the temporary mainte- 
nance of tranquillity at home, whilſt our unreformed lives ftill call 
for chaſtiſement. For it requires neither prophecy, nor the inter- 
pretation of prophecy, to decide upon the too probable fate of theſe 
kingdoms, The event may yet be contingent or uncertain ; but the 
condition, upon which alone this event depends, is abſolute, and im- 
moveable ; and it is that which we ſee little or no diſpoſition to to Tal 
„ * Repent, or ye mall all Iikewiſe periſh,” 5 YR 


Under ſuch a view of our 86000 intereſts, not to entertain ſtrong 
apprehenſions of danger, is to negle& or to reſiſt the plaineſt of 


divine admonitions; : whilſt to deſpair, will lead N to the 
To) He fan 


r 
ſame dreadfel . * terminating in the ** wilful nee 
; of the means preſcribed for our deliverance. 


To you, my Brethren, the miniſters of ahs Goſpel, it peculiarly 
belongs to preſerve the minds of thoſe under your care in that even 
mean betwixt theſe fatal extremes; to excite, if poſſible, an effectual 
repentance from a juſt apprehenſion of God's diſpleaſure, and to 
keep in reſerve always an humble confidence through Chriſt in the 
efficacy of that , ED 

| What thoſe circumſtances are, which in this Dioceſe demand a 
peculiar vigilance and exertion, I will now briefly ſtate to you. 


A want of places of divine worſhip upon the Eſtabliſhment in 
ſome ſituations, and ſtill in more, the want of gratuitous room in 
our Chapels for the lower claſſes of life, in an increaſing and une- 
-qual population, expoſes, I am perſuaded, thouſands to the defigns 
and artifices of thoſe who are inimical to our Church. Hence it is 
that various ſectariſts fill their places of devotion with numbers, 
whoſe attendance proceeds from no preference to the doctrines or 
diſcipline therein taught and obſerved, but from that natural intereſt 
which the mind takes in religious ſervices, to which though der a 
different mode 1 it has been early habituated. 


In other ſituations we have ſometimes alfo to regret that diſpro- 
portionate proviſion of Clergy which is inadequate perhaps to all, 
but certainly to the occaſional duties of very populous diſtricts. 
From one or both of thefe cauſes it will frequently happen that 
| perſons ſo circumſtanced are taught to believe doctrines, which at 
firſt they diſapprove, and, by acquieſcing in the repetition, gradually 
lend themſelves to theories, which they do not examine ; and thus 
become partiſans of a ſe, of which accident only rendered them 
members; whilſt thoſe of a more vicious, at leaſt of a more indolent 
ane „give themſelves up to habits of perfect irceligion an 

| evil 


* 
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evil this, ia as it appears to me, muſt ſoon grow to a mag- 
nitude, that cannot but occupy the attention of the Legiſlature 3 
for if we ſuppoſe the population of this Dioceſe, and probably of ſome 
others, to exceed the means of accommodation in public worſhip 
upon the Eſtabliſhment nearly by one half, and that exceſs ſtill to 
receive a conſtant and rapid augmentation, it is evident, that the 
 Eftabliſhment muſt by a continued decreaſe in the proportion, at no 
very diſtant period, loſe its due weight and influence in the political 
: conſtitution of theſe kingdoms, n 


It is therefore not without the utmoſt concern, that we obſerve 
perſons, whoſe piety is generally acknowledged, whoſe regard to our 


civil government will not be diſputed, and whoſe rank in ſociety + 


gives importance to their opinions, accelerate with a ſingular zeal 
and indiſcretion a criſis ſo alarming, by encouraging thoſe who are 
ſolicitous to obtain the orders of our Church with a view to ſet at 
defiance her ordinances, to depreciate her miniſtry, and to ſeduce her 
members into their unhallowed conventicles, under the arrogant and 
falſe pretenſions of being themſelves excluſively Goſpel-preachers, 
to the certain detriment of our religious and civil Eſtabliſhment: for 
if Sectariſts did no more than hold our ecclefiaſtical Eftabliſhment in 
indifference, we ſhould thereby loſe their attachment to one eſſen- 
tial part of our general conſtitution : but diviſions ariſing from i in- 
difference merely, ſoon proceed to diſguſt; diſguſt creates compe- 
tition; competition will create fixed hatred, which extending its 
animoſity to every thing connected with the object of its averſion, 
will of courſe comprehend our civil government; till in the end an 
increaſing majority of diſſentients, however heterogeneous in the 
complexion and ſentiment of the component parts, ſhall unite in a 
rancorous oppoſition to the pureſt Church ſince the age of the 
Apoſtles, and to a political conſtitution, which has provided better 
for the happineſs of the governed, than any other, ſince that which 
God himſelf condeſcended to frame, and himſelf to adminiſter en 
eat. | 5 


5 1 - There 


4 ] 


There is moreover reaſon to believe, from the extraordinary increaſe, 
compared with other circumſtances, of diſſenting congregations re- 


giſtered within theſe very few years in this Dioceſe, that ſome of 


them have had no religious object whatever, indeed no other object 
than the power of aſſembling ſecretly for the ſole purpoſe of forming 


or es plans nee of all order in my 


Theſe are conſiderations, which demand your earneſt vigilance to 
prevent, as far as lies in you, thoſe committed to your care from 
attendance upon other modes of worſhip, and to guard them againſt 
the artifices by which they are ſo induſtriouſly enſnared ; and this 


not barely from an apprehenſion of the abuſes to which fuch meet- 


ings may be perverted, but from a mature conviction, that the 


Liturgy of our Church eftabliſhes the pureſt mode of Chriſtian 


worſhip, and that our Articles beſt exhibit the revealed, but myſte- 
rious doctrine of the Tri- une Deity, and beſt manifeſt the impor. 
tance and extent of redemption by Chriſt, the neceſſity of ſanctifi- 
cation by the Holy Spirit to produce good works, and the neceſſity 
of good works, as the condition __ which hangs all the erer 
and evidence of faith. 


In truth, the argument from experience is open enough for con- 


viction that all deviations from theſe our doctrines produce miſ- 


chiefs in practice. Nay even doctrines which are juſt in themſelves 
may be taught ſo prepoſterouſly, as to miſlead where they, ſhould 


guide, to . where they ſhould conſole, 


Thus entliufiafts, or men Peeten de to enthuſiaſm, make the pure | 


and ardent love of God, which is the laſt reſult of an habitual and 
confirmed holineſs, the firſt teſt of faith, and demand it as the firſt 


principle of obedience, to the excluſion of that religious fear, which 
is ſo neceſſary in the commencement of our ſpiritual life, to reſtrain 
the irregular impulſes of a corrupt nature, and to counteract the 


impoſing authority of vicious as a repreſentation by which 


diffident | 


i rl 


diffident tempers are driven to deſpair, whilft the 8 ; 
are deluded into an undue Eng or raiſed into a ſpiritual arro- 


, N 


It is for you, my reverend Brethren, , Moreover carefahy4 to Shed 
every pretence, however confidently urged, that teachers ſo erro- 
neous, or ſo ill adviſed, poſſeſs more piety in their devotion, more 
zeal in their inſtructions, or more induſtry in their — Iabours 
n the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhment. | | 


But the ed way to hold high * the eyes of the world the 
credit of our ſacred function, to maintain the ſuperior regard due 
to our Eſtabliſhment, and to ſupport the influence of Religion and 
Virtue, for the ſake of which alone any eſtabliſhment can be valua- 
ble; the ſureſt way is to impreſs a ſenſe of their importance upon 
young minds, to render the principles of Religion obvious and in- 
telligible, to ſhew the neceſſary connection they have with virtue, 
and thus to ſecure for them an intereſt in the ſentiment of the rifing 

eneration. And there appear no means of effecting this ſo well, as 
55 the careful and ne uſe of catechetical inſtructions. 


| If we have to lament that there is not a due 3 to; this ſub- 
ject throughout the kingdom in general, and that almoſt in every 
department, where it might moſt reaſonably be expected; if it be 
W that this inattention hath been increaſing amongſt us for above 
a century paſt, it ſhould ſeem that the neglect of ſo important a 
practice muſt have happened from a ſuppoſition, that the neceſſity 
for it has ceaſed, or that the meaſure itſelf fails to e the bene- 
fits 2 firſt e from it. | | 


I need hardly remark to you with what earneſtneſs the practice 
of catechiſing was enforced at the period of the Reformation, as well 
by Royal Injunctions, as by the Canons of the Church, by which it 
is impoſed upon parents and maſters in private families, as a matter 


91 ane obligation; upon the Clergy, as the uniform duty of every 
e 


" 1 8 TI e 8 <> * * N * A N TY * 8 2 * 1 W > 2 
» * * * 


A and "VOTE and upon . as the daily leffon. If 
it be ſuggeſted, that at ſo critical a period the meaſure was neceſſary | 

to maintain the influence of the reformed Church againſt the danger 
of relapſe into the errors which it had coſt ſo much to ſurmount, 
will it upon the conſideration of neceſſity be Gong leſs 6a in 
= dangers of the preſent moment E090 


0 Tr 


If our population be erste if learning be more generally 
diffuſed, will leſs care and diſcipline be requiſite to ſecure the pub- 
lic mind from error, when not only the Proteſtant Church, but the 
very exiſtence of all Religion amongſt us, is at ſtake? Or if the 
practice was then attended with the propoſed ſucceſs, does it now 
offer leſs 5 of ſimilar — EF: | 

Is the 8 or „. of our Oodle AL y or are theſe 
inſtitutes of Religion grown obſolete? Or, laſtly, can any method of 
inſtruction be contrived more ſimple and eaſy than that which at Z 
firſt made part of the ſervice of Confirmation, was approved at the 

laſt review of our Liturgy without correction, and which, though it 
ſeems capable of being uſefully enlarged, could otherwiſe receive 
little if 3 . _ acer or change £ | 


With reſpect to that "FRM Catechiſin which was eee by 
the lower Houſe of Convocation, and was afterwards publiſhed at the 
deſire of many of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Prelates in the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth, it ſeems in fact to have been too comprehenſive 

5 and too erudite for the uſe of ſchools, adequate indeed in the opi- 

nion of the ableſt judges of that day to the information of the 

younger clergy, and I conceive in no degree leſs deſerving of 

| | their attention now, than it then was, when Archbiſhop Whitgift 

[ could fay, & Neminem profecto adeo doctum eſſe ſcio, quem non 

deceat legere et perlegere eruditum illum et neceſſarium librum. 5 

At leaft T hazard little in eonfidering it as the beſt compendium of 

Theological doctrine, which, with proper qualifications upon certain 
| h points, the Candidates for holy orders can ſtudy and diſcuſs, 


1! 


DER another Catechiſm 3 i in ſubſtance was 
| oubliſhed in the ſame year, and by the ſame author, Dr. Nowell, 
more expreſsly for the uſe of ſchools, and ſo approved, that it was 
enjoined by Royal authority to be taught in all ſchools excluſively ; ; 
and fo much does it appear calculated now to anſwer the full pur- 
poſes for which it was originally deſigned, that I have thought, I 
could not do a better ſervice to the Dioceſe, than: by reprinting that 
alſo in Latin, with ſuch ſhort notes and references to the larger as 
might be expedient. And I muſt requeft the attention of the Clergy, 
who have ſchools, and indeed of all who wiſh well to the intereſt 
which the public hath in ſchools, to uſe their influence, that this 
Catechiſm may be made a conſtant * of the education of young ; 
perſons 1 in their vicinity. 


If we than fliive 10: maintain. 0 fre of Religion i in the public 
mind; ; if we remit nothing of the attention requiſite in our paro- 
chial function; if we labour to convince thoſe under our care of 
the ſuperior purity of the doctrine and diſcipline of our Church; if 
we watch diligently over the inſtruction of the riſing generation; 
and preoccupy their minds with leſſons the moſt important to their 
everlaſting intereſts ; if finally we add to our ſtrenuous exertions 
fervent and habitual prayers to God for grace and ſtrength to endure 
thoſe calamities with which in his good pleafure i it may be fitting to 
chaſtiſe us, we may then humbly and patiently wait the event, with 
that confidence at leaſt with which we ſhould receive the correction 
of a parent, of one who will ſurely-remember mercy in judgment. 


How far in his forbearance our repentance may yet be accepted; 
and induce him to withhold thoſe calamities, with which he has ſo. 
ſignally afflicted the nations around us, can be known only to him. 


One evil, which ſeems to be gaining ground upon us, I pray God 1 


particularly to avert, becauſe it muſt in its conſequences be deſtruc- 
tive of every reaſonable hope; I mean a diſpoſition to ſet up a kind 
of claim to exemption from the miſeries now ravaging Europe upon 


| the: Wis of our * and the perfection of our ne N 
| D diſci- 


1 1 
| diſcipline, or even, upon our moral merits 5 compared with thoſe of 
mers nations. 55 


By ſome moreover hopes are founded upon a view of the Prophe- 
cies yet unfulfilled, but , as they ORs n to a 
py Tompletion. | 


I am y of opinion, that from the prophetical books, to 
which the extraordinary events now paſſing on earth naturally turn 
the attention of every religious mind, no expectation of this kind 
can reaſonably be deduced. The objects are there preſented to the 
view in ſo indiſtinct a form, that the moſt nnn * can * ſee 
men wy as trees.” 


The afl 3 againſt the wicked, and the calamities to 
which the faithful are there repreſented as ſubject in this life, give 
no encouragement of this nature to any, though they are calculated 
to confirm the faith of all in that ſtupendous ſeries of events, by 
which our Lord has promiſed gradually to correct, to purify, to ex- 
tend, and to complete his kingdom on earth, before it be advanced 
to its ultimate * in Heaven. 


As to our comparative merits in a moral and religious view, the 


45 argument, if it could be ſo ſtated with any plauſibility, would lead 


only to error and preſumption; to error, in the ſuppoſition, that 
nations or individuals are taught in Scripture to eſtimate the merit of 
their own conduct by that of others; to preſumption added to 
error, in the ſuppoſition, probably ill founded, that all the nations 
ſuffering have been more negligent of the true faith, or more corrupt 
an practice, than ourſelves. With regard to the purity of our faith 
and diſcipline, let thoſe who hold that faith in unrighteouſneſs, and 
that diſcipline in neglect, remember with terror, that we may, as the 
favoured of Heaven once did, forfeit the privilege of keeping the 
ark of the Lord; or in the language of a later Giipeniation, we may 
provoke God to remove our candleſtick from us. | 


- Still, 


© * 1 


Still, I . I ſhall no where have been wala to POOR that 
there is reaſonable hope of mercy on God's part, ſo long as there is 
a place for repentance; and there is certainly a place for repentance, 
where time is allowed to manifeſt indications of an actual reforma- 
tion. Indications of ſuch a reformation will themſelves be no mean 

or equi vocal pledges of the divine mercy. ” 


| It is then in theſe indica to be manifeſted by every one for 
himſelf, and to be looked for by each in his neighbour, in which 
alone we can found true confidence. Theſe indeed would juſtify us 
in the hopes of the blefling indulged ſo long to the Church of Phi- 
ladelphia, upon the acknowledged merits of her religious conduct. 
For thou haſt a little ftrength, and haſt kept my word, and haſt not 
denied my name. Becauſe thou haſt kept the word of my patience, [ 
vill alſo keep thee from the hour of temptation which ſhall come upon all | 
ihe world, to 2 them that dwell nyo: earth*, b 


1 Revelat. i iii. — 


THE END- - 


8 oudlifted 3 * 166 of OY 
7 a Ga . 


Cachilnus; five Prima Inftitatio Diſciplinaque pietatis Geste, Lune 
explicata. AuQore Alex. Nowello. Price 48. boards. 


Chriſtiane Pietatis Prima Inſtitutio, ad uſum Scholarum Latine ſeripta, 
Price 28. bound. 

Two Sermons on the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 8 before the 

Univerſity of Oxford. Second Edition. Price 18. 

Pardon and Sanctification proved to be Privileges annexed to the due Uſe 
of the Lord's Supper, as a Feaſt on a Sacrifice, A — preached before . 
the Univerſity of Oxford. Price 18. 

A Liſt of Books recommended to the Younger Clergy, and other Students 

in Divinity, within the Dioceſe of Cheſter, Second Edition, Price 1s 6d, | 


+ 


